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Powerful Voices Awarded with City of Seattle Grant 
to help Vulnerable Youth
Twenty two month program to teach skills to identify, prevent, 
and end potentially violent and sexually exploitative relationships 

Seattle, WA. March 17 — Powerful Voices, a community-based organization providing all-girl education and programs that foster the development of strong women, today announced its award of an $183,400 grant from the City of Seattle Human Services Department. The award will be used over a 22-month period to implement Powerful Voices’ new Powerful Choices program serving middle school girls and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning youth who are at risk for sexual trafficking and domestic violence. Powerful Voices is collaborating with the Harborview Center for Sexual Assault and Traumatic Stress and the Northwest Network of Bisexual, Trans, Lesbian and Gay Survivors of Abuse to implement this skills-building program. We will also be working closely with the Seattle Public Schools. 
“We are thrilled to receive this generous support from the City of Seattle to help us increase our impact in the community and partner with Harborview and the Northwest Network.” stated Barbara Green, Interim Executive Director of Powerful Voices. “ It is our hope that this program will serve as a national model for preventing the sexual trafficking of girls and lgbtq youth,” 

“Seattle has seen an alarming increase in the incidence of young children being commercially sexually exploited and we need to take urgent action,” says Dannette R. Smith, Director of the Seattle Human Services Department. “Through this new partnership with Powerful Voices, we hope to provide vulnerable youth with the skills to recognize and terminate violent and potentially exploitative relationships, such as being recruited for commercial sex by third parties.”

About Powerful Voices

Powerful Voices (www.powerfulvoices.org) was founded in 1995 by three visionary women to improve the lives of girls. The organization's mission was initially shaped by key findings of a county-wide needs assessment, Powerful Voices, King County Women Talk About Their Needs, completed on behalf of the King County Women's Advisory Board. Importantly for Powerful Voices, it pointed out a fundamental issue: many of the challenges facing women in King County are rooted in adolescence. Powerful Voices addresses these issues at their root by developing the individual potential in adolescent girls, not by preaching to them, but by offering hands-on experiences in which they develop their leadership and critical thinking skills. Now with more than fifteen years experience of hands-on work, Powerful Voices is instilling leadership skills, fostering the development of critical thinking, and promoting the individual potential in adolescent girls through programs in Seattle public schools, and both in and out of juvenile detention. Since starting its programs, Powerful Voices has served more than 5,000 young women in the Seattle-King County area. In keeping with its mission to offer girl-led, strength-based programs to young women from a diversity of socio-economic backgrounds, all of its programs are offered free of charge.
About The City of Seattle Human Services Department 
The Human Services Department funds and operates programs and services that meet the basic needs of the most vulnerable people in our community — families and individuals with low incomes, children, domestic violence and sexual assault victims, homeless people, seniors, and persons with disabilities. We invest in programs that help people gain independence and success.
About Harborview Center for Sexual Assault and Traumatic Stress (HCSATS)

HCSATS’ mission is to provide children, youth, families and adults affected by sexual assault, traumatic events and adversity with high quality, effective and culturally respectful care that is coordinated and multidisciplinary. They serve the broader community through leadership, research, community and professional education and public policy advocacy. HCSATS has over a 30 year history of providing evidence-based services to victims of sexual assault and trauma.

About The Northwest Network (NW Network)

The Northwest Network’s mission is to increase the community’s ability to support the self-determination and safety of bisexual, transgendered, lesbian, and gay survivors of abuse through education, organizing and advocacy.  The NW Network provides free, confidential, culturally specific, culturally competent, comprehensive community advocacy services for adults and youth as well as complementary community outreach activities to identify LGBT youth in the sex trade and victims of sexual exploitation, dating, domestic, & sexual violence and stalking.  
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